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For Immediate Release:
EASTERN AGAIN LISTED AMONG AMERICA'S BEST COLLEGES

CHARLESTON - Eastern continues to be among the best public universities in the
Midwest, according to "U.S. News and World Report's" annual guide to "America's Best
Colleges," which ranks universities, liberal arts colleges and some specialized schools
nationwide.
Eastern is ranked 35th, placing it at the top level of the second tier of four tiers among
123 regional universities in the Midwest. The only other Illinois public university listed in the
second tier of the Midwest regional universities is Western Illinois University. Larger
universities such as the University of Illinois, Illinois State University, Southern Illinois University
(Carbondale) and Northern Illinois University are ranked separately as national universities.
The rankings were based on schools' academic reputation, student selectivity, faculty
resources, graduation and retention rates, financial resources and alumni giving.
"We are pleased that Eastern Illinois University has consistently ranked in the second
tier, or quartile, of the Midwest regionals (thus always above the median)," said Eastern
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astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional,
residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than 11,000 students in undergraduate and graduate
programs. The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree programs,
as well as cultural and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly
diverse population and a teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology.
www.eiu.edu
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President Carol D. Surles.

"This recognition acknowledges continued efforts by the university's faculty and staff to
provide quality education to our students. Eastern's greatest strengths continue to be its strong
academic reputation, high retention and graduation rates, small classes, low student-to-faculty
ratio, high percentage of full-time teaching faculty and increasing average ACT scores of our
entering freshmen," Surles added.
Of the 123 Midwestern regional universities, Eastern ranked eighth with its six-year
graduation rate of 65 percent and freshman-to-sophomore retention rate of 81 percent.
Eastern also tied for seventh place in "U.S. News and World Report's" listing of top
public regional universities in the Midwest.
In addition, the October 2000 issue of "Kiplinger's Personal Finance" listed Eastern 84th
among its "100 Best Values in Public Colleges." Quality measures considered included
graduation rates, freshman-to-sophomore retention rates, student-faculty ratios, amount spent
by college per student on instruction and amount spent to maintain library resources.
Once the top 100 were selected, they were ranked on a combination of quality and cost
measures: total cost, percentage of financial need met for the average student with need,
average cost for students with need after subtracting grants (but not loans) and average
amount of debt a student accumulates before graduation.
The "U.S. News and World Report's" 2001 Guide to "America's Best Colleges"
is available online at <http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/college/corank.htm>.
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